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march back to Tennessee, Sherman would gladly give him
rations and transportation for the journey. Hood did
march back, and the result of his doing so may be summed
up at this point in a few words. He tried to destroy the gar-
risons Sherman had left behind him here and there, but
Sherman turned on him all but Slocum's Corps, so that he ut-
terly failed to do so. French's Division of the Rebel army,
for example, attacked Allatoona, where Howard had placed a
handful of troops. General Corse hastened with help
from Rome. French sent in a note to Corse, summoning
him to surrender, and threatening that if he did not do so
he would be attacked, and every man. of his command
massacred. To this monstrous message the undaunted
Corse defiantly replied that the Rebels were welcome to
come and take the place if they thought they were
able. French immediately assaulted the place with great
fury, and again and again his overwhelming columns surged
against the works. But at nightfall they were compelled
to retire with dreadful loss. Next morning Sher-
man reached the top of Kenesaw, to within signalling
distance of Corse, eighteen miles away. Signal flags waved
from peak to peak, conveying Sherman's message to Corse,
which has been idealized in a popular song, " Hold the
fort, for I am coming." Corse's reply has become historic.
He had had a chip from his cheek shot away by a Rebel
ball, but was only the more determined to hold out. He
said to Sherman, "I am short part of an ear and cheek-
bone, 'but am able to whip all hell yet! "

-During October, Hood moved to the northwest, Howard
following him up vigorously. At last, at the end of the
month, as he ran toward Gaylesville, Ala., Sherman de*
cided to let Hood go, trusting to Schofield and Thomas,
whom he sent with troops to Nashville, to deal with him,wooded hilletent andhat at first it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
